40 INTRODUCTION

We gain from his pages a vivid picture of life in the
primeval forest, as he lived it; we seem to see him
upon his long canoe journeys, squatted amidst his
dusky fellows, working his passage at the paddles,
and carrying cargoes upon the portage trail; we see
him the butt and scorn of the savage camp, some-
times deserted in the heart of the wilderness, and
obliged to wait for another flotilla, or to make his
way alone as best he can. Arrived at last, at his
journey’s end, we often find him vainly seeking for
shelter in the squalid huts of the natives, with every
man’s hand against him, but his own heart open to
them all. We find him, even when at last domiciled
in some far-away village, working against hope to
save the unbaptized from eternal damnation; we
seem to see the rising storm of opposition, invoked
by native medicine-men,— who to his seventeenth-
century imagination seem devils indeed,—and at last
the bursting climax of superstitious frenzy which
sweeps him and his before it. Not only do these
devoted missionaries,— never, in any field, has been
witnessed greater personal heroism than theirs,—
live and breathe before us in the Relations ; but we
have in them our first competent account of the Red
Indian, at a time when relatively uncontaminated by
contact with Europeans. We seem, in the Relations,
to know this crafty savage, to measure him intellec-
tually as well as physically, his inmost thoughts as
well as open speech. The fathers did not under-
stand him from an ethnological point of view, as
well as he is to-day understood; their minds were
tinctured with the scientific fallacies of their time.
But, with what is known to-day, the photographic re-
ports in the Relations help the student to an accurate



